Sir John Irving Courtenay
Chairman of the City of London Liberal Association, from Newry, Ireland
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[Newry Reporter, Tuesday 12 Nov. 1907]

Sir John Irving Courtenay Recently
Knighted by the King and his
Family.
(From the Newry Reporter [Newry Co. Down, Ireland])
It may not be generally known that Mr.
John Irving Courtenay, B. L. and chairMan of the City of London Liberal Association, on whom the honor of knighthood has been conferrred in connection
with the King’s birthday, is a member
of one of our oldest and most respected
Newry families. More than two centuries ago Edward Courtenay, a scion of
the old Devonshire family of that name,
and an ensign in the Regiment of Foot of
Sir Thomas Newcomen, on the Irish establishment, married, in [1681], Frances, a
daughter of John Moore, of Drumbanagher. Through this marrige Ensign
Courtenay settled at Leish, a townland
on the Drumbanagher estate. He died
about the year 1708, leaving three sons–
John, Henry, and Charles – and two daughters. John, the eldest son, who lived at
Lisburn, married a Miss Savage, one of
the Savages of the Ardes. He left many
descendants, who lived in Dublin and
Waterford, of whom the late Col Edward
James Courtenay, who died in April, 1906,
was one. Henry, the second son, appears
to have lived at Carlingford, where, in
1734, he married Miss Mary Major. In
1735 he acquired the lands of Knockbarragh (Harrymount,) near Rostrevor, from
Robert Ross, where he and his descendants resided up till comparatively recent
times. He had several sons, the second
of whom, the Right Hon John Courtenay,
an eccentric genius, was M. P. for Tamworth 1781 to 1797; M. P. for Apple[?]
to 1806; and and, during the French Revolution, he repaired to Paris, the chapters and events of that memorable period
being graphically descibed in [?]
view of the Revolution.” He died
aged 74. Another son, William Major
Courtenay, was a captain in the royal
Navy, and while in command of his boat
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[ continued: Another son, William Major
Courtenay, was a captain in the royal
navy, and while in command of his boat ]
the Boston Frigate, was killed in action
in 1793. Henry’s eldest son, Edward Courtenay, live at Harrymount, married and
had a large family, his second son, William Major Courtenay, being a captain in
the royal navy, while his eldest son
Henry, was father of the late Rev Charles
Seaver Courtenay. Charles, the youngest son, lived in Newry, and to him
Courtenay Hill owes its name. He died
in 1763, and had a large family, of whom
only two sons – John and Edward- and one
daughter–Anna Maria– survived him. His
daughter married the Rev Jeremiah Seaver, rector of Kilbroney, and subsequently rector of Tullylish. The late Thomas
Seaver, of Heath Hall, was the greatgrandson. Charles’s eldest son -Johnlived at Courtenay Hill. In 1764 he married Jane Rhames, and died in 1798. His
present descendants reside in America.
Charles’s second son–Edward–lived in
Ballybought, and was a linen merchant.
In 1765 he married Jane, daughter of David Carlile, of Newry, and died in 1787,
leaving four sons and three daughters.
David, his second son, was a solicitor in
Newry and Dundalk, the present Dr EdWard Maziere Courtenay, of Dublin, repreprsenting him in the male line, and J.J.
E. Bigger, Esq. of Falmore Hall, County
Louth, representing him in the female
line. Charles’s third and fourth sonsEdward and John – emigrated to South
Carolina in the year 1791. Fortune proved
kind to them, with the result that the
descendants have built a town in the
State and named in “Newry” after the
home of their forefathers.
Of Charles’s daughters, one married Jacob Turner, of “The Glen,” and another
married Thomas Greer, one of the proprietors of the old Newry Mail Coaches
and father of the late Edward Greer [of]
Ivy Lodge. The eldest son of Edward
Courtenay and Jane Carlile was Charles
Henry Courtenay, who owned the brewery in Ballybot.
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THE COURTENAYS OF IRELAND
Sir John Irving Courtenay Recently
Knighted by the King and his Family.
[From the Newry Reporter, Tuesday, 12 November 1907, Ireland]
It may not be generally known that Mr. John Irving Courtenay, B. L., and chairman of the
City of London Liberal Association, on whom the honor of knighthood has been conferred to
connection with the King’s birthday, is a member of one of our oldest and most respected Newry
families.

More than two centuries ago Edward Courtenay, a scion of the old Devonshire family of
that name, and an ensign in the Regiment of Foot of Sir Thomas Newcomen, on the Irish
establishment, married, in 1681, Frances, a daughter of John Moore, of Drumbanagher. Through
this marriage Ensign Courtenay settled at Leish, a townland on the Drumbanagher estate. He died
about the year 1708, leaving three sons - John, Henry and Charles - and two daughters.

John, the eldest son. who lived at Lisburn, married a Miss Savage, one of the Savages of the
Ardes. He left many descendants, who, lived in Dublin and Waterford, of whom the late Col
Edward James Courtenay, who died in April, 1906, was one.

Henry, the second son, appears to have lived at Carlingford, where, in 1734, he married
Miss Mary Major. In 1735 he acquired the lands of Knockbarragh (Harrymount) near Rostrevor,
from Robert Ross, where he and his descendants resided up until comparatively recent times.

He had several sons, the second of whom, the Right Hon. John Courtenay, an eccentric
genius, was M.P. for Tamworth 1781 to 1797, M. P. for [Appl----?] to 1806; and during the French
Revolution, he repaired to Paris, the chapters and events of that memorable period being
graphically described in [-----?] view of the Revolution.” He died [-----?] aged 74.

Another son, William Major Courtenay, was a captain in the royal navy, and while in
command of his boat, the Boston Frigate, was killed in action in 1793.
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Henry’s eldest son, Edward Courtenay, lived at Harrymount, married, and had a large
family, his second son, William Major Courtenay, being a captain in the royal navy, while his
eldest son, Henry, was father of the late Rev Charles Seaver Courtenay.

Charles, the youngest son, lived in Newry, and to him Courtenay Hill owes its name. He
died in 1763, and had a large family, of whom only two sons - John and Edward - and one daughter
- Anna Maria - survived him.

His daughter married the Rev Jeremiah Seaver, rector of Kilbroney, and subsequently,
rector of Tullylish. The late Thomas Seaver, of Heath Hall, was the great grandson. Charles’s eldest
son – John - lived at Courtenay Hill. In 1764 he married Jane Rhames, and died in 1798. His
present descendants reside In America.
Charles’s second son – Edward - lived in Ballybought, and was a linen merchant. In 1765
he married Jane, daughter of David Carlile, of Newry, and died in 1787, leaving four sons and three
daughters.

David, his second son, was a solicitor in Newry and Dundalk, the present Dr Edward
Maziere Courtenay, of Dublin, representing him in the male line, and J. J. E. Bigger, Esq, of
Falmore Hall, County Louth, representing him in the female line.
Charles’s third and fourth sons - Edward and John - emigrated to South Carolina in the year
1791. Fortune proved kind to them, with the result that their descendants have built a town in that
State and named it “Newry,” after the home of their forefathers.
Of Charles’s daughters, one married Jacob Turner, of “the Glen,” and another married
Thomas Greer, one of the proprietors of the old Newry Mail Coaches, and father of the late Edward
Greer, of Ivy Lodge. The eldest son of Edward Courtenay and Jane Carlile was Charles Henry
Courtenay, who owned the brewery in Ballybot.
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The Courtenay Family In Ireland 73
(Compiled by Philip Crossle, et al. Newry, Ireland. April, 1904)
Excerpt: re: Sir John Irving Courtenay (b. circa 1837

d. ?)

Charles Henry Courtenay married secondly Mary Henry, eldest
daughter of Rev. William Henry of Tassagh, co. Armagh, by
Nicholina Nesbitt, his wife, daughter of Robert Nesbitt of
Drumaconnor, co. Monaghan. Mr Courtenay died at Newry, 9 Jan., 1809,
aged 39, buried at St Patrick's, having had by his second wife
(who died at Ballybot, Newry, 6 Aug., 1852, aged 66; buried
in St Patrick's) further issue two sons:(1) Edward Henry Courtenay ("Long Ned") of Ballybot, Newry, and
later
(p. 101)
of Burlington Road, Dublin, succeeded his father in the
partnership with Samuel Boyd, which firm was known by the
name of "Courtenay and Boyd," Brewers, Newry, and which
partnership was dissolved in June, 1828, owing to the
death of Boyd. In 1829 he was one of the church wardens of
Newry Parish, and in July, 1834, he was elected a town commissioner of the town of Newry. He was born circa 1807;
married at Cheltenham, 29 Oct., 1835, Charlotte Jane Harriet,
only daughter of John Irving (M.D.) of the Hon. E.I. Co.'s S.,
by Charlotte, his wife, daughter of John Story of Silksworth
Hall, co. Durham, Esq. Edward H. Courtenay died at his residence, 28 Burlington Road, Dublin, 3 June, 1872, aged 65,
and was buried the 6th in St Patrick's, Newry, having had by
his wife (who died at the residence of her daughter, Lady BallGreene, 53 Raglan Road, Dublin, 9 Jan., 1898, aged 87) issue,
one son and three daughters:-

(1) John Irving Courtenay, of Essex Court, Temple,
London, E.C. Mr Courtenay, after a brilliant course in
Oxford, having matriculated 6 Dec., 1853, B.A., 1857,
M.A., 1860, was called to the degree of Barrister-atLaw by the honorable society of Lincoln's Inn, 6 June,
1861. He was born circa 1837, died unmarried.
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